


  House of Lords is the upper house of the 
British Parliament where nobles, 
members of royal family, Bishops and 
priests find representation. Before 1911, 
House of Lords enjoyed equal powers 
with the House of Commons. However, by 
the parliament Acts passed in 1911 and 
1949, its powers have been curtailed to a 
considerable extent and today it has 
become a very weak house. 



The strength of the members of the House of Lords 
is not fix. Through House of Lords Act passed on 
November 11, 1999,except for 92 Hereditary 
Peers, the right of all other hereditary Peers to sit 
and vote in the House has been withdrawn. 

The members of the House of Lords can be divided 
into following categories:- 

 1. HEREDITARY PEERS:- Before the House of 
Lords Act, 1999, the number of the hereditary 
peers was about 900. But under the House of 
Lords Act, 1999 only 92 hereditary peers have 
the right to sit and vote in the house. 



 2. LIFE PEERS:- Under the Life Peerage Act, 1958, on the 
recommendation of the Prime Minister, the king can 
nominate Life Peers out of the men and women of 
distinction. 

 3. PEOPLE’S PEERS OR INDEPENDENT PEERS- During 
the Prime Ministership of Tony Blair, a commission was 
made under the chairmanship of Lord Stevenson, which had 
demanded applications from those who were desirous to 
become the members of the House of Lords. After  careful 
examination of the application the commission had made 
the recommendation of 15 names to the Prime Minister and 
these were nominated the members of the House of Lords 
by Queen. These peers were given the name of People’s 
Peers.  

 4. SPIRITUAL PEERS:- They are 26 in number and they 
represent different religious denominations. 
 



 (I) Members of the House of Lords                                
have freedom of speech in the                                  
House and no action can be taken                                        
against them for anything said in the House. 

 (ii) Members of House of Lords can directly 
meet the King in their individual capacity. 

 (iii) No member can be arrested during the 
session of the house. 

 (iv) Members of the House of Lords do not 
get any special pay. 



 (i) Members of the house of Lords can not 
contest election for the House of Commons. 

 (ii) They can not vote in the elections to the 
House of Commons. 

MEETINGS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS-
Atleast once a year. It meets for four days a 
week . 

QUORAM-Its quorum has been fixed at 3 
members only. However, for passing any bill 
the presence of atleast 30 members in the 
House is essential. 
 



Since the last 1400 years, Lord 

Chancellor had been playing the role of 

the presiding officer of the House. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:- They can get 

leave. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE:- In 

the absence of the Speaker, Deputy 

Speaker presides over the meetings. 



 LEGISLATIVE POWERS:-Till 1911, the 
Legislative powers of both houses of the 
Parliament were equal. But ,after passing the 
parliament Act 1949, the delaying powers of the 
House of Lords over ordinary bills was reduced 
from one year. 

 FINANCIAL POWERS:- In this case money bill, 
House of Lords has delaying power of 3o days 
only.  

 JUDICIAL POWERS:- Before the inguration of 
the separate Supreme court on October1,2009, 
the House of Lords was the highest court of Great 
Britain but now all powers of House of Lords have 
gone into the hand of Supreme court.  

DELEBERATIVE FUNCTION:- It deliberates on 



 Hereditary nature 
 Citadel of wealth (the strong centre of land lords, 

industrialists, bank owners, ship owners,     mine 
owners, manufacturers of cars) 

 Permanent majority of the conservative party 
 Hindrance in the way of progressive legislation 
 Absenteeism of members 
 Irresponsible House 
 Undemocratic House 
 Limited powers 
 Wastage of national Talents 
 Unnecessary delay in passing of the Bills 
 Wastage of Time and Money 
 Misuse of the provision of nomination 

 
 



 1. DELAYING CHAMBER:-House of Lords has 
the delaying power of one year over ordinary 
bills and 30 days over the Money-bill and this 
delay proves useful also. 

 2. IT REVISES THE BILLS:- House of Lords 
revises the bills and removes the shortcomings. 

 3. IT LIGHTENS THE BURDEN OF LOWER 
HOUSE:-The bills which have been discussed 
thoroughly in the House of Lords ,need not be 
discussed in details by the House of Commons. 

 4. DEBATES ARE OF HIGH QUALITY:-(i) Most 
of its members are experienced and of mature 
age.(ii)  There is no restriction on the expression 
of views in the House of Lords. 
(iii) Members of this house are not bound by part 



 It provides full and free discussions 

opportunity. 

Non-controversial Bills can first be 

introduced in the House of Lords. 

 It is not unrepresentative House 

 It satisfies the conservative nature of the 

British People. 

House of Lords is not  threat to 

Democracy 

Second Chamber in almost in all the 

countries. 
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